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I was delighted when Dinesh Wadiwel and Peter Chen suggested that they produce this issue of 
the Animal Studies Journal.  As guest editors they have brought together a series of important 
essays emerging from the ‘New Directions in Animal Advocacy’ conference hosted by the 
Human-Animal Research Network at the University of Sydney in 2018; Dinesh is convenor of 
HARN and Peter is on the Executive Committee. 
The Provocation from the Field in this special issue, ‘Animals and the War on Drugs’, is by London 
based writer and scholar C. Lou Hamilton on the topic of the international war on drugs as an 
animal justice issue.  Our senior book editor, Wendy Woodward, has reviewed two recently 
published books: The Grass Library by David Brooks, a beautifully written memoir of four sheep, 
and Vicki Hutton’s A Reason to Live: HIV and Animal Companions. Dan Wylie’s Death and 
Compassion: The Elephant in Southern African Literature is reviewed by John Simons. 
Thank you from the ASJ editorial team to Dinesh and Peter for their valuable work in bringing 
together this collection, and to all the contributors to this splendid edition of the journal. 
I would also like to welcome our new editorial team member, academic and writer Hayley 
Singer, who joins ASJ as an Associate Editor; you can read about Hayley’s research here:  
https://events.unimelb.edu.au/presenters/8067-dr-hayley-singer 
The next issue is a general issue and we can accept papers until mid January. 
Best wishes 
Melissa and the ASJ team 
Melissa Boyde, Editor 
Senior Research Fellow 
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